15-09
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF MERCHANTVILLE,
COUNTY OF CAMDEN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY
AMENDING ARTICLE X. OF CHAPTER 94, ZONING, IN
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF MERCHANTVILLE

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the BorougMairchantville,
County of Camden, and State of New Jersey thatlariX. of Chapter 94, Zoning, is hereby

amended in the Code of the Borough of Merchant\aéltefollows:

Article X.
Signs

ARTICLE . ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54  Scope of applicability.
In the Borough of Merchantville, signs shall bected, altered, maintained, used, removed,

relettered or moved only in compliance with theyismns of this Article.

ARTICLEII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.1 Definitions.

A. Applicability of definitions. Words as defin@aArticle 1l of Chapter 94, Zoning, in
the Code of the Borough of Merchantville shall ol this Article in addition to the following
definitions more specifically applicable to thistiale.

B. Additional definitions. As used in this Artigléne following terms shall have the
meanings indicated:

BUSINESSBANNER - A temporary sign placed on the exterior of aitesss or inside the
display window of a business advertising sales &sye@nnew service or grand openings.

COMMERCIAL INFORMATION SIGN - A sign or decal located on, in, or visible



through a window of an office, business or retatablishment which informs the public that the
establishment accepts certain credit cards, iepted by a certain security agency or alarm system,
has certain hours of operation, is a member ofegrofessional or business associations, or
provides similar information.

DEVIATIONS - Approvals by the Joint Land Use Board for a gsgnmit, following an
appeal from the Historic Preservation Commissionjtems not specifically provided for by this
Article.

DOUBLE-SIDED SIGN - A sign with two back-to-back faces and identaaboth sides. It
shall be measured by using the area of only orgeddithe sign. Where a sign with two back-to-back
faces has non-identical sides, it shall be consdiéfo signs.

FLAG - Includes a display of cloth or fabric with syntdyacons, and/or designs which is
affixed to a flagpole that is freestanding or meahto the exterior of a building. The field of the
flag shall not include logos, trademarks, or oweh commercial symbols or expressions. The field
of the flag may include up to seven (7) words. siashall not be used for a flag. Pennants and
windsocks are considered to be flags.

FREESTANDING SIGN - A sign that is not attached to any building.sI'may include
easel signs and pedestal signs. A sign that is tadwom a post is a freestanding sign.

FUNCTIONAL SIGN - A sign that provides directional, informationsgfety or public
service information, such as, but not limited tgjgn indicating the location of public rest rooms,
telephones or similar facilities of public convemie, or providing a place for the posting of public
announcements. A functional sign shall not incladg commercial name or commercial message,
except as hereinafter expressly permitted.

HISTORICAL IDENTIFICATION SIGN - A sign or marker identifying an historic



structure or site, and providing information abitwt significance of the structure or site, andgubst
by a governmental entity or agency, or by the His&b Society of Merchantville, the Camden
County Historical Society, the New Jersey HistdriBaciety, the Daughters of the American
Revolution, or the Merchantville Historic PresergatSociety.

INSTITUTIONAL SIGN - A sign for any formally organized house of wapshany
charitable, fraternal or eleemosynary organizaioagency, or any public school or public building.

INTERIM BUSINESS SIGN - A sign provided for new businesses pending aggirof
their formal sign application.

INTERNALLY LIGHTED SIGN - A sign with the source of artificial illuminatowithin
the sign and behind the text or message.

LEGAL NONCONFORMING SIGN - A sign for which a valid sign permit has been
granted prior to the effective date of this Artjobe which predates any regulation of signs in the
Borough of Merchantville.

MOBILE SIGN - An exterior temporary sign, with or without witgehat is portable.

OFFICIAL SIGN - A sign erected, constructed or maintained deifal, state, county or
local government, or any agency thereof, or by kegnsed public utility, for the purpose of
informing or guiding the public, or for the protext of the public health, safety or welfare, ortfoe
public's convenience.

OFF-SITE SIGN - A sign located on a tax lot other than the tmupied by the use, event or
product which the sign identifies.

POLITICAL SIGN - A sign expressing support for or opposition ttaadidate for public
office, an opinion about any public figure, or esgging support or opposition to a particular idea o

belief.



PRIVATE PARKING SIGN - A sign providing directional or safety informai and
serving a parking area that is privately ownedrasdrved for the use of certain employees, patrons
or other persons serving the premises.

PROFESSIONAL SIGN - A sign that identifies the location of the o#fiof a member of a
recognized and legal profession maintained foctreluct of that profession, including attorneys,
certified landscape architects, chiropractors,identphysicians, podiatrists, professional engsee
professional planners, psychologists, registeretiii@cts, certified public accountants, and no
others.

PUBLIC BANNER - A temporary sign located on a public buildingadbuilding belonging
to a house of worship, or a charitable, fratermaleleemosynary organization or agency, or
stretching across a public right-of-way (and emaead maintained with the permission of the
Borough Council), which temporary sign promotesaetivity, event or festival of a governmental
agency, house of worship, or charitable, fratemrakleemosynary organization or agency, or
otherwise promotes the public good.

REAL ESTATE SIGN - A sign of an owner of real property or of a heed real estate
broker that indicates that a particular parcelastipn of real property is available for sale cade.

RESIDENTIAL SIGN - A sign at a place of residence, which may g the names of the
residents, the address and street name, and ajsmohade a logo or symbol.

SIGN - A lettered board or other display, or any partithereof, on which any
announcement, declaration, demonstration, logsgmtation, illumination or insignia is used to
promote the interest of any person.

STOREFRONT - A separate and individual volume for one offic@nmercial or business



use, which has its own frontage on a public rightvay, which is on a tax lot with other storefronts
or uses, and which is occupied by a use or elhigtis distinct and separate from the uses onestit
occupying the rest of the tax lot.

TEMPORARY INTERIOR ADVERTISING SIGN - A temporary sign advertising or
describing a sale or the availability of particulaerchandise or services, which is located in the
interior of a business or retail establishment,&hath is primarily intended to attract the attenti
of persons outside the business or retail estabésih

TEMPORARY SIGN - A sign that is not permanently attached to &lmg, structure, post

or land, and which is designed or intended to bpldyed for a limited period of time.

ARTICLE II1. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.2 Sign content.

A sign may include only the following information:

A. The principal name of the business, proprietaswner.

B. A description of the principal goods, servigaducts or uses offered in the trade,
which description shall not exceed ten (10) wons &n (10) numbers.

C. A graphic logo or trademark symbol by which thesiness, proprietor or owner is

identified, phone numbers and websites.

D. The street number.

E. The street name.

F. Any other notice or information required togrevided by law or regulation.
ARTICLE IV. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.3 Number of signs.

A. There shall be no more than one sign per tax Xog@t as follows:



(2) Where there is more than one building, oficetorefront on one tax lot, one
sign per building, office or storefront shall bepédted.

(2) Where more than one sign per tax lot is exfygsrmitted by this Article.

3) Where a waiver has been granted by the HisRyaservation Commission or
the Joint Land Use Board pursuant to this Artiol@érmit more than one sign.

B. The following signs shall not be counted as siigm the purpose of determining the

number of signs on a site under this subsection:

(2) Public banners.

(2) Business banners.

3) Commercial information signs.

4) Functional signs.

(5) Historical identification signs.

(6) Official signs.

(7 Political signs.

(8) Private parking signs.

(9) Temporary signs.

(10) Temporary interior advertising signs.

(11) Bill of fare signs and/or Menus.

(12) Flags.

ARTICLE V. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.4 L ocation of signs.
A sign must be on the tax lot, building or storefravith which it is identified, unless a

waiver has been granted by the Historic Presemnw&@mmmission pursuant to this Article. No signs



shall be allowed for or on accessory buildings.

ARTICLE VI. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-545 Maximum and minimum
size of signs.

A. The total area of all signs, except for signarted per Section 94-54.3B of this
Article, located on any one tax lot shall not extd® square feet.

B. Where there is more than one building or storgfon one tax lot, the total square
footage of all signs, except for those signs exatudbove, shall not exceed 40 square feet per
building or storefront.

C. This maximum square footage of signs may beiaed by application of the

provisions of other sections of this Article.

ARTICLE VII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.6 Computation of size.
The size of any sign shall be computed by detengithe area of the smallest quadrilateral
into which the sign can fit, exclusive of suppogtstructure or decorative border, as permitted by

this Article.

ARTICLE VIII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.7 Lighting of signs.

lllumination of a sign shall be arranged so thatnbstantial light or glare is directed or
reflected onto adjacent streets or properties.ifjoshall be illuminated between the hours of 12:01
a.m. and 7:00 a.m. if it creates any light or gtasg substantially affects any dwelling or resiun

Zzone.

ARTICLE IX. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.8 Sign plan.



Any sign on any one tax lot shall be part of a gtam for the entire tax lot. Where there is
more than one building or storefront on one taxtle sign plan may be limited to that one building
or storefront. Signs for any one tax lot, buildiogstorefront shall be considered as a unitary
application, and a sign permit shall not be issfioedany sign on any such tax lot, building or

storefront unless it is part of a complete sigmpla

ARTICLE X. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.9 Historic District.

A. In addition to the requirements set forth abtorethe particular zone, a sign in the
Historic District shall conform to the requiremenfghis section of this Article.

B. Any sign in the Historic District shall be gtad a permit only if its appearance,
coloring, lettering, size, texture of materialsside, location, position and method of attachmadt a
lighting conform to the historical and distinctielearacter of the Historic District, is not detrirtedn
to the intent and plan of historic preservation,torthose buildings and structures having
architectural and historical significance, andhifarmonious relationship to the streetscape and th
signs located thereon.

C. Any sign on a building deemed historically siigant in the in the Historic District
shall not be placed on a building or structure sdoaobscure or mar any architectural feature
deemed to be important to the architectural intggiffithe building or structure, or be so located s
that the sign, by itself or by its means of attaehtnwould materially damage the structure to which
it is attached.

D. The following signs shall not be subject totdrg District review:

(1) Banners.

(2) Commercial informational signs.



3) Legal nonconforming signs.

(4) Official signs.

(5) Political signs.

(6) Residential signs.

(7) Temporary signs.

(8) Temporary interior advertising signs.
(9) A-frame signs.

(20) Bill of fare signs and/or Menus.

(11) Flags.

ARTICLE XI. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.10 Prohibited signsand sign
locations.

A. The following signs and types of signs are [ivaid:

(2) Any flashing, blinking, twinkling, animateat moving sign, and any sign
which presents an illusion of movement.

(2) Any sign erected, constructed or maintaineassio obstruct any fire escape,
door or other legally required means of egress fiteerstructure, or blocking any door, window or
other opening required by law.

3) Any sign which has any form, character, lighgticolor, content, location or
shape that may confuse or distract the operatamobtor vehicle.

4) Any sign which in any way simulates any offlcfanctional, directional, or
warning sign erected or maintained by any fedesta{e, county or local government or any

instrumentality thereof, or by any railroad or pahtility.



(5) Any off-site commercial sign, unless expregsymitted by this Article.

(6) Any mobile sign, except that a business mayehane (1) A-frame sign
immediately adjacent to its property unless busimetaces multiple streets in which case a busines
is able to have one A-frame sign per street,

(7 Any neon sign, except as permitted by thetldaand Use Board and/or the
Historic Preservation Committee, as appropriate.

(8) Any interior neon sign.

(9) Any other sign of any kind whatsoever thatas expressly allowed by this
Article, except as permitted by the Joint Land Weard and/or the Historic Preservation
Committee, as appropriate.

B. The following locations for signs are prohilite

Q) Within or over any state, county or municipaht-of-way, except by
permission of the Borough Council. The Historicd@mation Commission, in considering whether
to grant a permit for any such sign, shall consigdricular and pedestrian safety.

(2) On any roof, including a pent roof, of anysture, except as permitted by the
Joint Land Use Board and/or the Historic Presesvwaiommittee, as appropriate.

3) Directly painted on any part of a structureestthan a fascia board or other
architectural element designed to serve as a sagdbo

(4) Affixed or painted on trees, rocks, fencesegacurbs, public rights-of-way,
walkways, utility poles, or other signs.

(5) Where the sign, by itself or by its means ¢deiment, would materially
damage the structure to which it is attached.

(6) Located so as to allow less than seven festrahce over any pedestrian

10



walkway.

ARTICLE XI1I. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.11 Compliancewith standards
required.

A. Any sign proposed for any of the following uses lshmeet the following
requirements set forth for the particular use ukegressly exempted from such review by this
Article.

B. Any public banner, as defined in this Article, winis intended to be installed across
a public right-of-way, shall not be installed urdiproved by the Borough Council and, the County
of Camden, and upon installation shall be inspeotetie Borough Construction Code Official, or

his designee, to ensure proper installation anghthelearance for the flow of traffic thereunder.

ARTICLE XIII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.12 Retail, business, professional
or residential office uses.

A. Facade signs for retail uses shall not exceedduare foot of sign area for each
linear foot of building or storefront frontage dmetpublic right-of-way and shall not exceed 40
square feet.

B. Signs for offices, business offices or professiaftes uses shall not exceed 1.2
square feet for the first occupant or businesgtiemaprofessional and shall not exceed one square
foot for each additional occupant or business teoaprofessional, up to a maximum of six square
feet. Each name used on the sign determines thesge@ccupant or business tenant or professional
for the purpose of the above calculation.

C. Create allowance for “Perpendicular sign” at minmmior 12 feet height above street

but not to exceed 15 feet. Signs should be minirhQraquare feet not to exceed 15 square feet in
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size.

D. Signs in nonresidential zones may also includeardéve border not exceeding one
inch on a side, which shall include no text, logdettering.

E. Where a single tax lot, building or storefront lframntage on more than one public
right-of-way, it shall be entitled to have a signits primary frontage and one additional signten i
secondary frontage. The size of the sign or signsjited shall be calculated independently for each
separate frontage. Permitted sign area is notferaide from one frontage to another.

F. Where a single tax lot, building or storefront witbntage only on one public right-
of-way has multiple entrances or uses, each wikieea separate entrance or display window, each
such entrance or use shall be entitled to one 8Mmere one entrance serves a business or

professional use, the sign for that use shall comto the requirements of that use.

ARTICLE XIV. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.13 Institutional uses.

A. Signs for institutional uses, including thetihgional name, shall not exceed a total
of 15 square feet in area.

B. Any such sign may include a place for change#blt to inform the public of events,

programs, holidays, or other information of puldtiterest that the institution wishes to promote.

ARTICLE XV. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.14 Restaurants.
A. Restaurants shall be permitted to display @lpw and either (2) or (3) below, in
addition to their primary sign with restaurant naanel description.
(1) A menu of food and/or beverages placed imgktaurant window or a bill-of-

fare/menu sign in a display case mounted on theriextof the restaurant building facade. Such

12



window menu or display case shall not exceed luarggfeet in area.

(2) A bill of fare of food and/or beverage offersngn a freestanding, one-sided
easel/pedestal, a double-sided A-frame sign oraressided wall-mounted board with erasable text
wherein such text shall not exceed six squareifeatea and shall be removed at the end of the
business day. White boards are not permitted @stamding signs or wall-mounted signs.

3) Temporary signs as permitted under Section®248B. Maximum time
and/or duration shall be as permitted by that sacti

B. Any freestanding bill-of-fair sign must rece@pproval under the outdoor marketing
graphic display requirements in Section 94-542%his Article. A mounted display case must

receive Historic Preservation Commission approval.

ARTICLE XVI. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.15 Barbershops.

A. A barbershop shall be permitted to display oadbrshop pole.

B. A barbershop pole means the traditional redtendnd blue striped cylindrical pole,
which may or may not rotate, that is approximasetyfeet in height or less and contains no written
words, symbols, and/or text.

C. The barbershop pole may be mounted to the facatle of the barbershop or may be
freestanding in front of the barbershop. If thedeashop pole is mounted within the public right-of-
way, or encroaches within the public right-of-wpgrmission must be obtained from the Borough
Council of the Borough of Merchantville.

D. A sign permit is required for the barbershofepo

ARTICLE XVII.  ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.16 Residential uses.
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A. Signs on residences shall not exceed two sdaaten size.

B. Such signs hall not include any commercial ragss
C. Residential signs shall not require any sigmyter

ARTICLE XVIII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.17 Temporary signs.
A. Signs of real estate brokers, contractorsgsaten and artisans:

(2) Any such sign is permitted only during theipéiof time when the person or
business posting the sign is actively engagedrifopring the service on or for the premises where
the sign is placed.

(2) Any such sign shall not exceed six squareifesize.

3) Only one sign per tax lot, building or storeft@s permitted for each person
actively engaged in performing a service on ottlierpremises.

4) Any such sign may include the principal nam¢hefreal estate broker (and
any listing agent), contractor, tradesman or artisad may include a brief one-line description of
the principal service offered. It may also inclualdogo or trademark by which the service is
identified, a business address, and a telephonée&um

(5) Any such sign shall be located only upon theldd, building or storefront
upon which the service is being performed, and wiitlly the permission of the owner thereof. Any
such sign shall not be located in any public rightvay, in the park strip, or upon any other tax lo

(6) Notwithstanding the foregoing, a real estatdkér (or any resident selling his
or her own residence) may place one temporaryagigising the public of an open house on the tax

lot. This sign shall be displayed only on the dethe open house, shall not include lighting omsbu
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generation equipment, and may include the houtiseobpen house.
B. Temporary advertising signs:
(2) A temporary advertising sign can be eithezragorary interior advertising

sign or a business banner.

(2) A display sign or banner cannot be larger tihampermitted sign and cannot
exceed the total width of the display window(s).

3) Display sign or banners cannot cover the bgsisgn and cannot cover key
architectural features.

(4) The sign or banner must be placed on the basiit advertises.

(5) No other items may be affixed to store wind@wsluding newspaper articles,
product promotions, etc.), except for restaurantuseas defined in Section 94-54.15.

(6) Freestanding signs advertising sales are exmhifted, except as otherwise
provided for, herein.

C. Political signs:

(1) Any such sign shall only be permitted on pevaroperty with the permission
of the property owner.

(2) Any such signs placed in the public right-ofywaithin or over any state,
county or municipal right-of-way may be removed aisposed of by the Borough without notice.

3) Any such sign related to a candidate or refdmemto be voted on at an
election shall not be erected or attached priéOtdays before the election day for which the stbje
will be voted on and must be removed within 14 dHtex the election day for which the subject was

voted on.
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4) Any such signs must otherwise not violate ahthe prohibitions listed in

Section 94-54.10 of this Article.

ARTICLE XIX. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.18 Private parking signs.

A. Any such sign shall contain only lettering ottte® describe the function to be served,
such as “Parking,” “Reserved Parking,” “Handicappedrking,” “One Way,” “Out,” “In,”
“Entrance,” “Exit,” or the name or names of thegmars or class of persons for whom the use of a
particular parking space is reserved.

B. Any such sign shall not exceed the size ofdimallest standard municipal sign
bearing the same or a similar message. Where ithecesimilar standard municipal sign, any such
sign shall not exceed two square feet.

C. Where any such sign is remote from the buildingse served, the sign may contain
the name of the building or use, which name slatlexceed 1/2 of the total sign area. Directional
parking signage shall be permitted only on theestnhere the driveway to the business is located.

D. Any such signs shall be part of an initial gil@n application, and shall be considered

as part of the sign plan of any tax lot.

ARTICLE XX. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.19 Functional signs.

A. Any such sign shall contain only letteringextto describe the function to be served,
such as “Public Rest Rooms,” “Telephone,” or simiteessages, or shall provide a place for the
posting of public announcements.

B. Any such sign shall not exceed the size of thalkest standard municipal sign

bearing the same or a similar message. Where ithecesimilar standard municipal sign, any such
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sign shall not exceed two square feet, exceptaenctise of public message board provided by a
nonprofit civic organization, which shall not exdeH) square feet.

C. Any such signs shall be part of an initial pi@n application, and shall be considered
as part of the sign plan of any tax lot.

D. The number of such signs permitted for anytardot shall be the minimum number
reasonably necessary to inform the public of thheises available at the premises. No more than one
sign for each individual service shall be allowiéthe owner desires to have more than one sign for
each individual service, it shall only be allowedvay of a sign permit issued pursuant to this
Article.

E. Any public message board may also include émeenof the government or nonprofit

civic organization providing the sign.

ARTICLE XXI. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.20 Signson awnings.

A. Signs on awnings shall be considered one sign.vidong shall have signage on
more than two separate planes or surfaces, exwgpht awning side flaps may display the building
or property address number.

B. Awnings shall meet the requirements for awniangder any other governmental

statute, ordinance or regulation.

ARTICLE XXII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.21 Commercial informational
signs.

No office, business or retail establishment shapldy commercial informational signs

having more than one square foot in aggregate 8teee hours signs, with a maximum area not to
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exceed 108 square inches (i.e., nine inches bydlZes) may be placed in a location near the

entrance of to the store.

ARTICLE XXIIl. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.22 Interim businesssigns.

A. The Zoning Officer may permit a new businessigplay an interim business sign
pending the necessary approvals for the businessigment signage.

B. Such sign must comply in size, lettering, etgth the provisions of this Article.

C. The sign must be placed in approximately timeeskbcation as the permanent sign
would go unless approved otherwise by the Zoningc@fdue to practical considerations.

D. The interim business sign must be removed upstallation of the permanent

signage, or the expiration of 90 days, whicheveoizner.

ARTICLE XXIV. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.23 Flags.
A. One flag shall be permitted for each storefranbuilding.
B. Any displayed flag shall be installed so the bottom edge of the flag shall be at

least seven feet above the pavement, walkway, siieand/or step.

C. The flag may be displayed only for decorativeppses and/or for an expression of
patriotism.
D. The flag may be displayed on a flagpole mounitethe exterior of a building or

storefront or mounted freestanding.
E. The flag dimensions shall not exceed threeifegidth, five feet in length and a total
area of 15 square feet.

F. A business that has an exterior display of heandise or a restaurant that has a bill-
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of-fare easel shall not be permitted to displagg@.fThis flag display prohibition does not apply t
the display of the flag of the United States of Aite

G. A sign permit is not required for the displayediag.

H. This section does not apply to and does ndtipitoand/or regulate the display of
flags on a single-family residence, two-family o=fice and on any federal, state, or local

governmental structure or building.

ARTICLE XXV. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.24 Sign permit required.

It shall be unlawful to erect, alter, maintain, uséetter, move or otherwise have a sign in the
Borough of Merchantville without first making apgation for and obtaining a sign permit. However,
a permit shall not be required of any sign expyessémpted from that requirement by this Article
or applicable law. A sign must also meet any ahdeguirements imposed by the State Building

Code, and other applicable statutes, regulatiodsatinances.

ARTICLE XXVI. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.25 Sign permit not required.

There shall be no sign permit required for anyheffollowing kinds of signs:

A. Banners.
B. Commercial informational signs.
C. Legal nonconforming signs.

D. Official signs.

E. Political signs.
F. Residential signs.
G. Temporary signs.
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H. Temporary interior advertising signs.

I A-frame signs.

J. Bill of fare signs and/or Menus.

K. Flags.

L. Signs relettered on the same signboard usingdhe colors and fonts.
ARTICLE XXVII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.26 Application process.

A. All applications for sign permits shall be sultted on such forms and with such

attachments as may be required by the Borough ofihdatville.

B. Ten copies of all forms and attachments sleadillhmitted unless the Zoning Officer
deems a lesser quantity acceptable.

C. There shall be a fee of $50 for a sign appticat There shall be no fee required for
any institutional or historical identification siggOne sign application shall include all signs dax
lot for which the application has been made. Thst obany construction permit required for any
approved sign shall be in addition to the feelfiergign application and shall be paid before agy si
is erected or installed.

D. Once an application for a sign permit is subsditthe Zoning Officer shall review it
within 10 days in order to determine whether dasplete. A complete application for a sign permit
shall consist of the following items:

Q) Drawings, or plans, of the proposed signagé th
(@) Are drawn to scale with appropriate dimensidegicted thereon.
(b) Show all proposed logos.

(© Show all proposed lettering including the dnsiens, style and font
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thereof.
(d) Describe the colors of the proposed signagéh@ applicant shall
submit color swatches for the proposed signage).
(e) Depict the method of illumination, if any.
)] Show the proposed location of the proposedayg including its
location on the tax lot and on the building or stane as well.
(9) Depict all existing signage on the lot for wahithe signage is
proposed.
(2) A statement describing:
(@) The material of which the proposed signagé lvélconstructed or
fabricated.
(b) The method by which the proposed signage weilatiached to the
building or structure.
(© The method by which the applicant has caledldahe area of the
proposed signage.
3) The name, address, phone number of the sigiifaeturer and/or installer.
4) Signature of the applicant or the owner ofgfaposed sign (who is presumed
to be the applicant).
(5) Signature of the owner, or designated reptesen, of the tax lot for which
the application is made.
E. The Zoning Officer shall also review the apgtiien to determine if it conforms to the
appropriate sections of this Article. The Zonindi€r shall then issue a written decision indiagtin

whether the proposed signage is in conformancevhatiaspects, if any, of the proposed signage are
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not in conformance.
F. All applications for a sign permit shall be edbled to be heard at the next meeting of
the Historic Preservation Commission that is astid® days from the date the application was

deemed complete.

ARTICLE XXVIII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.27 Approval process.

A. All signs permitted by this Article must be apped by the Historic Preservation
Commission of the Borough of Merchantville per pinevisions of this section unless exempted by
this Article.

B. The Historic Preservation Commission may, siréview of an application for sign
permit, consider the following factors:

Q) The zone in which the sign is proposed todoated:;
(2) The surrounding streetscape;
3) Other existing or proposed signs;
(4) The proposed sign's:

(@) Appearance,

(b) Color,

(c) Lettering;

(d) Size;

(e) Material,

() Design;

(9) Location;

(h) Position;
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0] Method of attachment;

()] Lighting; and

(k) Any other information deemed to be relevantth® Historic
Preservation Commission’s review.

C. The Historic Preservation Commission shall itheeauthority to grant requests for
waivers from the requirements of this Article a®wpded for in this Article. The Historic
Preservation Commission does not have the authorapprove any sign application that does not
conform to the provisions of this Article. Only theint Land Use Board may approve deviations
from the provisions of this Article under the apipg@cess described below.

D. The Historic Preservation Commission shall aperapprove with conditions and/or
waivers, or deny such application. The decisionl figamade available to the applicant in writing

within 10 days of the meeting.

ARTICLE XXIX. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.28 Appeals.

A. Any applicant whose application for a sign pittmas been deemed incomplete by the
Zoning Officer; or has been deemed to be nonconfaysignage by the Zoning Officer; or has been
denied by the Historic Preservation Commissionhas been approved with conditions by the
Historic Preservation Commission may appeal sucks, in writing, to the Merchantville Joint
Land Use Board and must include additional copieth® applicable application documents as
required by the Zoning Officer.

B. All such appeals shall be made within 30 ddyksedate of the written decision upon
which the appeal is based and shall be on suchsfasymay be required by the Joint Land Use

Board.
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(2) Appeals from the decision of the Zoning Offiskall first be referred to the
Historic Preservation Commission for its recommeioaicto the Joint Land Use Board. The appeal
application shall be reviewed by the Historic Preaon Commission at its next regularly
scheduled meeting that is at least 10 days afteipeof the appeal form. The appeal will then be
heard by the Joint Land Use Board at its next srjuscheduled meeting.

(2) Appeals from the decision of the Historic Preagon Commission shall be
heard by the Joint Land Use Board at its next etuscheduled meeting that is at least seven days
after receipt of the appeal form.

C. The Joint Land Use Board may, in its reviewa afritten appeal, consider the Zoning
Officer's written denial, the report of the HistorPreservation Commission, and any other

information deemed to be relevant to the Boardvsere.

D. The decision of the Joint Land Use Board shalktransmitted, in writing, to the
applicant.
E. Appeals from the decision of the Merchantuilbent Land Use Board must be made

to the Superior Court of New Jersey in accordante applicable law.

ARTICLE XXX. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.29 Power to grant waivers.

The Historic Preservation Commission shall haveptheer to grant waivers from the strict
requirements of this Article for the installatiohartain signs, as follows:

A. Where by reason of the location of the tax batilding or storefront, the Historic
Preservation Commission concludes that it is reaslgmecessary for the sign to be located on some
other tax lot, building or storefront in order fbe sign to adequately serve its function, thedlist

Preservation Commission may grant a waiver fronptbegisions of this Article and permit a sign to
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be located on some other tax lot, building or dtorg, on the condition that the sign is included o
the sign plan of that other tax lot, building torefront.

B. Where by reason of the configuration of the latx building or storefront, or by
reason of the use or uses made of the tax lotdibgilor storefront, the Historic Preservation
Commission determines that the architectural baamcintegrity of the facade of the tax lot,
building or storefront is protected, enhanced esprved by approving additional signs for the tax
lot, building or storefront, or that additional sggare reasonably necessary to identify the ussssr
therein, the Historic Preservation Commission mayve the requirements of the appropriate
sections of this Article and approve additionahsidor the tax lot, building or storefront. In the
event that such a waiver is granted, only one aigthe tax lot, building or storefront may include
the name of the enterprise or establishment. Thigev will in no way change the size of the signs
permitted on any one tax lot, building or storefrparsuant to this Article.

C. Where a retail, office, business or profesdiosa desires to have a sign painted on
glass on a building deemed to be historically $igaint, the Historic Preservation Commission may
waive the requirements of this Article, and grapeamit for such a sign, but only in the event that
the Historic Preservation Commission finds thase of the design and configuration of the tax
lot, building or storefront, there is no other m@aable location for the sign that will adequately
apprise the public of the location of the entegpasthe services or wares offered. In granting suc
waiver, the Historic Preservation Commission mé&yabnly part of the requested sign to be on a

window, and require that the rest be located elsesh

ARTICLE XXXI. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.30 Discretionary nature of
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waivers.

Nothing in this Article shall be construed to melaat any tax lot, building or storefront is
entitled to a waiver under this article as of rigMaivers are to be discretionary with the Historic
Preservation Commission, and the Historic Presenv&ommission may approve, approve with
conditions, or deny any request for a waiver utigisrArticle, and in its determination, the Histori
Preservation Commission may consider the zone iohthe sign is to be located, the surrounding
streetscape and other existing or proposed siguisthee sign's appearance, color, lettering, size,

texture of materials, design, location, positiod amethod of attachment, and lighting.

ARTICLE XXXII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.31 Conformity with Article
required.

It is the intent and purpose of this Article thad,soon as reasonably possible, all existing
signs not conforming to the provisions of this Algibe brought into conformity with the provisions

hereof, or eliminated.

ARTICLE XXXIIl. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.32 Nonconforming signs.

Any sign located within the Borough of Merchantwifor which a valid sign permit has been
granted as of the date of the adoption of this @naice, or which predates any regulation of signs in
the Borough of Merchantville, but which does notetnilne requirements of this Article, shall be
considered a legal nonconforming sign. It may cargiin use until it loses its legal nonconforming

status under this Article.

ARTICLE XXXIV. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.33 L oss of nonconfor ming
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status.

It is the intention of this Article that preexisiimonconforming signs be brought into
conformity with this Article at the earliest podsidate, subject to applicable law. Consequently, a
alteration, change, destruction, demolition, renhat@andonment or other modification of a legally
preexisting nonconforming sign shall, to the fullegtent permitted by law, be considered an
abandonment of such legally preexisting nonconfogsign. Any such sign shall thereafter conform

to all requirements of this Article.

ARTICLE XXXV. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.34 Conforming signs.

A sign in existence as of the date of the adopiotiis Ordinance, for which a valid sign
permit has been granted, and which would meetefeirements of this Article had it received a
waiver from the Joint Land Use Board or Historiesarvation Commission under this Article, shall

be a conforming sign under this Article.

ARTICLE XXXVI. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.35 Deviations.

In the event that a sign for which application bagn made does not comply with the
provisions of this Article, and there is no proeisiin this Article for the Historic Preservation
Commission to grant a waiver, or in the event émedpplication for a waiver has been denied by the
Historic Preservation Commission, that applicatian only be granted by way of an application to

the Joint Land Use Board for a deviation, as predidy this Article.

ARTICLE XXXVII. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.36 Maintenance.
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All signs and awnings, including awnings with ap@ad signs, shall be maintained by the
owner of the sign. This maintenance shall inclgamting, repairing and cleaning, as necessary. If
the Zoning Officer determines that any sign or aagns in a state of disrepair so as to no longer be
reasonably capable of presenting its messageaadahed, or a danger to the public health or public
safety, the Zoning Officer shall give written neatiof the condition of the sign to the owner of the
sign and to the owner of record of the tax loth&itowner shall thereafter have 10 days to correct
the unsatisfactory condition of the sign. If theatisfactory condition is not so corrected witlha t
ten-day period, the Zoning Officer may thereafédtetsuch actions as are permitted pursuant to the

provisions of this article.

ARTICLE XXXVIII.ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.37 Abandoned signs.

Any sign which identifies any business, proprietoowner which is no longer in existence
or operation, or located upon the premises whersitin is located, shall be removed within 60 days
after the cessation of the activity upon the presidf any such sign remains on a premises for
longer than 60 days, the Zoning Officer may theezdahke such actions as are permitted pursuant to

the provisions of this article.

ARTICLE XXXIX. ARTICLE X. SECTION 94-54.38 Violations; penalties.

Any person, firm or corporation who or which shablate any of the provisions of this
Chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be liablggenalties or any combination thereof as set fort
in Chapter 1-9 of the Code of the Borough of Menttéle, in the discretion of the Judge of the
Municipal Court before whom such violation is heandl conviction made. Each day that a violation

occurs shall be deemed a separate and distinetian) subject to the penalty provisions of this
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Chapter.

ARTICLE XL.

All Ordinances contrary to the provisions of thigldance are hereby repealed to the extent
that they are inconsistent herewith.
ARTICLE XLI.

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage ahlication according to law.

THE BOROUGH OF MERCHANTVILLE

BY:
EDWARD F. BRENNAN, MAYOR

ATTEST:

DENISE BROUSE, BOROUGH CLERK

The foregoing ordinance was introduced by Mayor @odincil at the regular meeting held on
November 9, 2015. This Ordinance will be considdme adoption on final reading and public
hearing to be held on December 14, 2015 at 7:30ip.the Council Meeting Room, Merchantville
Borough Hall, 1 West Maple Avenue, MerchantvilleewJersey.

The purpose of this Ordinance is to adopt compr&kierchanges to the regulations governing
signage in the Code of the Borough of Merchantvikecopy of this Ordinance is available at no
charge to the general public between the hours3if 8M to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday
(Legal Holidays excluded), at the Office of the &agh Clerk, Merchantville Borough Hall, 1 West
Maple Avenue, Merchantville, New Jersey.
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